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Br. COBB’S SERMON, 

Part of a Sermon delivered in Concert Hall, Bath, 
(Me.) Friday Evening, March 17, 1826, by Rev. 
Syivanvus Coss 

The forepart of this Sermon, which treats on the 
Scripture meaning of the word hell, and in a man- 
ner familiar to our readers, is omitted. But the 
weight of the subjects, which are embraced in the 
Sermon, and the conspicuity in which they are pre- 
sented, seem fully to justify its insertion in the 
Magazine. 


“Wherefore hear ye the word of the Lord, ye scornful 
men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem.— 
Because ye hare said, we have made a covenant with 
death, and with hell are we at agreement: when the 
orerflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not 
come unto us: for we hare made lies our refuge, and 
under falsehood have we hid ourselres.” 

Isaiah xxviii. 14, 15. 

Now if neither the literal signification of the word 
hell, nor its scriptural use in general, nor the immed- 
iate connexion in such cases, favors the common opin- 
ion of its meaning ; why is it, when persons read such 
a text as this, that they think they are reading of a 
place of endless punishment? It is because of their 
prepossessions, 

Does any suggest that the word hades may some- 
times be understood in a moral sense, applying to the 
state of the mind? It is granted. But what then 
does it mean? Surely a buried and dark state of the 
mind ; corered over in darkness, guilt, and trouble.— 
But in this case too, the word is infinitely far from prov- 
ing a state of endless misery. For it will not be dis- 
puted that persons may, in this sense, be cast into hell: 
that is, buried in moral darkness and trouble, and yet 
be delivered. This state is indeed a state of moral 
death, the pains of which every sinner must suffer, in 
proportion or degree as he is a sinner. 

In this state of death the apostles and their brethren 
had been. But they knew there was such a thing as 
a redemption from it, and said, ‘We know that we 
have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren.” David also had been suffering punish- 
ment in this death andhades. But we afterwards hear 
him praising God, saying, ‘‘For great is thy mercy to- 
wards me, and thou hast delivered my soul from the 
lowest hell.”? Hence it appears that David had been 
suvk in the lowest state of darkness and trouble. It 
was because that, considering his advantages, bis sin 
had been great. ‘*The servant which knew his mas- 
ter’s will, and prepared not himself, neither did ac- 
cording to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes.” 

Yet the mercy of God delivered David, when he 
had endured so much punishment that “the came to 
himself... And when we can understand that David’s 
being cast into the lowest hell, was consistent with the 
truth that the Lord was his Friend, and would so over- 
rule his punishment as to help bring about his amend- 
ment, and make him a sharer of his mercy; then we 
cam as easily understand that the fact that all the 
wicked, in this moral sense, shall be turned into hell, is 
consistent with the revealed truth, that ‘*The Lord is 
good unto all ;” and that “in him there is no variable- 
ness, nor shadow of turning.» This revealed truth 
makes it cerfain, that all punishment which God ever 
administers, will be on parental principles, designed t» 
aid in bringing the sinner to himself, and toa fit con 
dition to become a sharer of the grace of him, who 
hath said ;—**] will ransom them from the power of 
hades ; | will redeem them from death. O death, l 
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will be thy plagues; O hades, 1 will be thy “destruc- 
tion.” ‘He will swallow up death in victory ; and 
the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces.” 
The word hell occurs in the 16th Psalm, and is ap- 
plied to the state d&Christ between his death and re- 
surrection. But none will pretend that he went intoa 
state of torment from which there is no deliverance. 
This word occurs in one or two instances more in the 
Book of Psalms, and several times in Proverbs. But 
none of these cases have ever been brought forward, 
nor would any person ever think of bringing them for- 
ward, to give the word hell any new sense, not sup- 
ported by the texts which have now been examined. 
It occurs also in the 14th chapter of Isaiah ;—where 
you will be satisfied by reading at your leisure, it is 
expressive of the low and degraded state of the king 
of Babylon, into which he should fall, from the height 
of earthly power and glory, in which, comparatively 
speaking, he had exalted himself to heaven. 

We are now prepared to come to a particular con- 
sideration of our text. ‘*Because ye have said, we 
have made a covenant with death, and with hell are 
we at agreement,” &c. 

What shall we cay is the meaning of the word hell 
in this instance? If we say that it means a place of 
eternal torments, what reason can we offer for the as- 
sertion? Not any reason can be given to support it. 
For we have found nothing heretofore to favor such a 
use of the word ; and surely there is nothing in the im- 
inediate connexion here to support it. Nota word is 
said in all this chapter about an endless punishment, 
nor even about a future state. If, in the present light 
ofthe subject, any contend that hades in this case is a 
place of endless punishment ; he might upon the same 
authority, viz. his own will about it, contend that it 
means any thing else, or nothing, just as his adopted 
cause should require. 

But let us suppose, for a few moments, that the word 
hell in this case, does mean, what it has so generally 
been supposed to mean, a place of endless misery.— 
What then? Those scornful men to whom the text 
was addressed, were of course believers in endless 
misery. They could not have supposed that they had 
made an agreement with such a place or state, unless 
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elty, every feature distorted with o misery ; and the wo- 
fal wailings of their father, and the dismal hollow 
groans of their mother, shall resound through the arches 
of their heavenly abode? That then companions, 
whose partners have endeavored to strew their paths 
with flowers, shall hear their voice,—(no more that 
gentle voice of love, which was once the soother of 
their sorrows, and the sweetner of their blessings ;) but 
hardened into the roarings of Satan, and changed into 
the howlings of infinite torments!—And then their 
minds and feelings, in agreement with this horrible 
scene, shall excite them to exclaim, HALLELvsAn! 
So BE IT FOREVER!! 

Is this what is meant by the saying, ‘“‘With hell are 
we at agreement?” Then “hear ye the word of the 
Lord,” in the 18th verse. ‘**Your covenant with death 
shall be disannalled, and your agreement with hell 
shal] not stand.” But we need not this argument to 
show, that all such expectations of men as these shali 
he disappointed. There are scores upon scores of 
scripture testimonies, which | might bring forward if I 
had time, that properly and directly answer this pur- 
pose. 

But we will return te an inquiry into the true mean 
ing of the text. 

As the term death, when figuratively used, is syno- 
nymous with darkness ; and as hades signifies, dark, 
hidden, covered, &c. the saying, “‘We have made a 
covenant with death, and with hades are we at azree- 
ment—we have made lies our refuge, and under false- 
hood have we hid ourselves,” very naturally imports 
that these wicked people calculated on darkness and 
secresy being a coveriog for theie sins. They had 
thought they could commit sia in secret, and make lies 
their refuge, and hide themselves under false preten- 


_ tions of piety: not realizing that the hades, or darkness 


and secresy, with which they thought themselves at a 
safe agreement, “‘was naked before God.” 

This same hiding under falsehood is again reproved 
in the next chapter. ‘*‘Wherefore the Lord said, For- 
asmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, 
and with their lips do honor me, but have removed 
their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is 
taught by the precept of men: Therefore, behold, | 





they were believers in it. So it appears that their be- 


most scornful and wicked men in the world. 

But if such be the meaning of the word hades, what | 
shall we understand to be meant by the saying, ‘“‘with | 
hell are we at agreement?” Did our opposers ever 
consider this? Did they ever form any rational | 
conjecture upon it? What did those scornful men 
mean by being at agreement with a place of endless _ 
misery? Did they suppose that their feelings and dis- 
positions would be in complete accordance with the 
flamesofhell? Sothat parents shall look down upon 
their children ; whom they have borne in their arms; 
whom they have foudly clasped to their bosoms; and 
behold them in tormenting flames, gazing upon them 
with distorted countenance and horrid stare of unutter- 
able wo, the sport of infuriated demons forever: and 
their hearts in perfect agreement wiih hell, shall not 
even pity them; but their children’s shrieks of cease- 
less distress shall be sweet music to their ears? That 
then children shall look down upon their parents, a- 
round whose hearts has flowed the milk of kindness for 


ness and on whose fond care they have hung with de- 





ight; and behold them in the jaws of immortal cru- 


lief in endless misery, did not prevent their being the | 


them; to whom they have gone for the law of kind-. 


will proceed to do a marvelous work among this peo- 
ple, even a marvelous work and a wonder. Wo unto 
| them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the 
Lord, and their works are in the dark, and they say, 
who seeth us? and who knoweth us?” 
| It is plain to be seen that this quotation conveys the 
same sense as ourtext. They thought to hide them- 
|selves under falsehood, when they drew near God 
with their mouth,—and their hearts were far from him. 
| Aud their making a covenant with death, and an « 
'gteement with hades, or darkness and se cresy, is the 
‘same as their seeking deep to hide their counsel frow 
the Lord, and their works are iv the dark, and they 
say, who seeth us? and who knoweth us?” Indeed, 
this quotation is a good comment upon our text. And 
I should think that every candid person present must, 
by this time, be satisfied of its meaning. 

But what is this judgment, this overflowing scourge, 
that shall overflow their hades, or their hiding place, 
and tread them down? ‘There is not the least%eyi- 
denee of its being eternal punishment in the immorta! 
world. ‘For morning by morning,” saith the prophet, 
“it shall pass over ; by night and by day; and it shall 
be a vexation only to understand the report.” And then 
to impress upon their minds some sense of the greatness 
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of the calamities that should come, he says, ‘for! have | ble standing ip the christian church, could indulge, 
heard from the Lord God of hosts a consumption, even | himself in such an assertion. When I see one stand as 
determined, upon the whole earth.”” Hence all the a teacher of truth, with the holy Bible in bis hand; 
miseries, here threatened, were fo come upon the! when | consider that in that sacred book it is written, 
earth, | ‘For this purpose was the Son of God manifested, that 

Indeed, it is truth so plain that the doctrine of end-| he might destroy the works of the devil; ‘‘And de- 
less punishment is not revealed any where in the Old stroy him which hath the power of death, that is, the 
Testament, that many of our doctrinal opposers have | deyj} ;» and then when | hear that professed man of 
seen and acknowledged it. Dr. Campbell, in his Pre- God assert, that we might as well believe in an end, a 
liminary Dissertations, after showing that the word dissolution, of the reign of God, as in an end of the 
hades cannot be properly understood in the scriptures reign of sin and wo; the conflicting emotions of indig- 
to mean a place of endless misery, says; “It is plain| nation and pity, for a time, agitate my bosom. What! 
that in the Old Testament, the most profound silence | |f we believe in the end of that kingdom, for the de- 


is observed in regard to the state of the deceased, their | truction of which all saints are praying, and to make 
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joys or sorrows, happiness or misery. It is represented | an end of which, Jesus was commissioned and ordained 
to us rather by negative qualities than by positive, by | of God ; may we as well believe in the end of His reign, 
its silence, its darkness, its being inaccessible, except! who ‘is the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eter- 
by preternatural means, to the living.”?” This work of nity?” I dare not,—I will not say it. The kingdom 
Dr, Campbell’s, is one, which a learned Professor of | of holiness and peace is represented in the scriptures. 
Theology, of whom I lately borrowed it, professed toad-|as being immortal, and incorruptible; a kingdom 
mire. And I think no candid, well informed person, of | which shall not be destroyed, and a dominion which 
any denomination, who has seriously considered this|shall not have an end. But the kingdom of sin and 
subject will contend that the doctrine of endless pun- | death, is never immortalized. God has never seen fit 
ishment is contained in the Old Testament. to engage, that it shall be established, with himself, 
And when any person discovers that he cannot sup-|on the throne of eternity. But he hath clothed his 
port this doctrine from the Old Testament, if he will|Son with ‘‘all power in heaven and in earth,” to de- 
pursue a candid inguring course, he must very soon | stroy it. 
abandon it entirely. For when we consider thata-| Against the final accomplishment of this great and 
bout four thousand years passed away, during nearly pad FFE purpose of God in Christ, as I have before re- 
the whole of which God kept up a constant immediate | marked, neither the law nor the gospel speaks any op- 
communication with mankind, and gave them laws, ' posing language. ‘The doctrine of the endless reign of 
and brought them frequently to judgment; and yet sin and misery in hel], while it is so evidently not con- 
thai he never named to them the subject of endless | tained in the Old Testament scriptures, is as certainly 
punishment ; it is very certain that it is not what his| not contained in the New. If any one contends, that 
law requires ;—for if his law required it, it would of | though this doctrine is not contained in the Old Testa- 
course have threatened it. ment, it is yet contained in the New; let him show us 
dut eternal punishment, it is said, is the penalty of| the first case of its being introduced there. When the 
the Gospel. ‘Though it is not declared in the Law nor! circumstance is duly considered, that four thousand 
in the Prophets, yet Jesus has proclaimed it in his Gos- | years had passed away when the New Testament re- 
pel, as a greater sanction to enforce obedience. What} velation was given, during which men had laws from 
then is the signification of Gospel? It is only a more God, with such penalties as infinite wisdom saw fit to 
rigid law, with thunders infinitely more terrifick than | annex, and yet no intimation was given, of any penal- 
the thunders of Mount Sinai. And how will this new | ty of a state of endless sin and misery in hell, every 
law, with its new sanction, affect those who lived the | considerate man must perceive, that in order to bring 
first four thousand years? According to all that God | us intoa belief that men are now threatened with such 
has made known to us on the nature of justice, justice | a state, such testimony must be produced from the New 
will not try men by a law which was never published | Testament to prove if, as will admit of no other fair 
till long after they had passed off frogn the stage of ac- | construction. It is not enough that he bring forward 
tion. Then none of those ancient inhabitants of the |some detached expression, relying on the definition 
earth can be tried by this new and more terrible law,! put upon it by uninspired men. It must be shown, 
viz. the Gospel ; and exposed to its unmerciful sanc-| from the occasion on which it was spoken, and the 
sions. Of course they lived in the most fortunate age | geveral subject of discourse, {hat it was indisputably 
of the world; though christians are now praising God designed to express the sentiment he is endeavoring to 
for being brought upon the stage in this more favorable | support by it. He will expecially see the necessity of 
age. But such a gospel as this is not in the New Tes- (| this, when he further considers that the doctrine he is 
tament. While the doctrine of endless misery is not | endeavoring to support, does not approve itself to the 
in the Law nor in the Prophets, it is equally certain {reason and understanding of man; because it is, as 
that it is not contained in the blessed Gospel] of Christ. | every candid man must allow, very d/ficult to be recon- 
—** Life and immortalily,” not eternal death, are|ciled with the revealed character of God. For what 
brought to light through the Gospel.—Though it does | purpose could an all-wise God adopt a plan of retribu- 
not prevent the execution of the divine threatening, | tion, whereb¥ his judgment is to be deferred to a time 
which is death upon the transgressor as long as he is a| When the season of reformation shall be passed forever, 
sivner, yet it engages to destroy the works of the devil ;| and a sentence to be pronounced upon a large portion 
to save the world from sin; and to subdue and recon-| of his rational offspring, with intent to bind them down 
gile all things to God. Then will Christ deliver up|in endless and increasing wickednessand wo? Shall we 
jhe kingdom to God the Father, and the Son himself |say that this scene of wo is to be placed in view of the 
will be subject to him that put all things under him, redeemed saints in heaven, for the purpose of keeping 
and God be all in all.” them in awe, to prevent their running again into sin? 
Such is the gospel purpose of God. And while the |}!t would do away the idea of the perfection of the 
jaw speaks no language which opposes the accomplish- | heavenly state. Shall wo say that this horrible scene 
ment of this purpose, neither does the gospel. Surely | is to be kept in view to enhance the happiness of the 
the gospel is not opposed to itself. When I say this, | |#aints? It would suppose the saints to be converted 
am not unapprized of the fact, that some learned and |ivtodemons. Yor according to all that we know of a 
godly disposition, and a demoniack disposition, the lat- 
well attempt to prove an end of the blessed kingdom |ter only can be gratified or feasted by the sight or 
of holiuess and peace, as an end of the kingdom of sin|sound of wo in others. Shall we say then that this 
and misery. If] had not known this, it would be hard ;endiess misery is to enhance the glory of God? It 
for ove to make me believe that apy mau of respecta [ weutd be dishonoring God tosay it. Yes; to say that 
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by looking down into a ulph of darkness and moral 
corruption, and there beholding millions of the offspring 


of God rolling and writhing in “immortal pains,” and 
hearing them pouring forth horrid curses and bias- 
phemies against God, as their eternal employ; to say 
that we should there see the brightness of the Father's 
glory shine with far more dazzling splendor, than we 
should to behold them in a redeemed stale, “saying, 
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto 
him that sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb, for- 
ever; is treating with irreverence the character of 
God. 

Since, then, the sentiment of which I speak posses- 
ses no excellency in itself to afford any internal evi- 
dence of its truth, ifany one contend that it is really 
contained in the scriptures, he must produce ezlernal 
evidence, or a verbal declaration of it, the most clear 
and positive. Now let my opponent bring forward the 
first text in the Bible, which he thinks supports the sen- 
timent of endless misery. What has he then to do? 
He must show, from the occasion on which the text 
was spoken, and the context, and the language em- 
ployed, that this text was indisputably designed by the 
speaker, to reveal the doctrine that a part of mankind 
are to suffer an eternity of misery. But this has never 
been done, with respect to any in the Bible; nor do 1 
expect ever to see it done. lexpect that many will 
yet continue to quote certain texis of scripture, with 
an intent to support this sentiment; but to show, by 
the proper rule just laid down, that such texts do ne- 
cessarily, or even probably support it, is quite a differ- 
ent labor: And this 1 do not expect ever to see done, or 
even aliempled. At least, if any one should fairly un- 
dertake it, | doubt notthat he would be converted, by 
his candid study, into a conviction that it cannot be 
done. 

But here it may be asked by some lover of good or- 
der, whether, even if on a critical examination, the 
doctrine of endless punishment is not found in the 
scriptures, Old Testament or New, it would not be 
best that we should labor to keep up the popular opin- 
ion concerning it, for the better regulation of society ? 
To this question, without hesitation, | answer, no. It 
would be exalting our own wisdom above the wisdom 
of God ; and supposing ourselves better qualified than 
the All-wise, for judging on the best system for the gov- 
ernment of society. We cannot consent to practice 
such impiety. |! do not say that those who honestly 
and sincerely beiieve the doctrine, are wickedly im- 
pious in endeavoring to support it. But those who be- 
lieve it not, and yet affect to believe it; and those 
who are doubtful of its truth, and yet labor hard to 
maintain it, neglecting’a candid and critical inquiry 
after truth, lest it should prove injurious to society ; 
are constantly practising impiety towards God. The 
humble man, who has any love of truth, and fear of 
God in his heart, will not go about to establish his own 
wisdom, but will submit himself to the wisdom of God. 
His grand inquiry wil] be, what is truth? He will go 
about seeking a knowledge of the mind and parpose of 
Deity ; fully satisfied that the system of divine truth 
will most benefit his own heart, and be most promotive 
of the good of society. 

Some, through mistake, are probably in the habit of 
arguing thus; Ifthe threatening of some punishment 
may be beneficial, then the threatening of more pun- 
ishment may be more beneficial, and so on to the bizh- 
est degree te which threatening can be carried. But 
there is sufficient reason to conclude that here isa 
great mistake. Though the threatening ef a reasona- 
ble punishment, and such as is consistent with a regard 
for the well-being of mankind, may be very beneficial, 
yet it is easy to conceive that it may be carried 
so far, as to counteract the very good effect for which 
both the threatening and the execution of puvisbment 
are designed. For example, you are satisfied of the 
atility of reasonable chastisement in families of child- 
ren; suchas is consistent with parental love. Dutare 
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you equally ready to allow, that because some punish-| inheritance of the gospel of Christ, are we sities en.te 
ment is beneficial, therefore, the more punishment the | seek a thing of naught? Does the religion o “— 
more profit? You are not. You are perfectly satisfied, | vossess no riches here, to reward her faithful servants? 
that though threatenings of proper punishments, and {das the vervice of sin advantages here, “ee to, or a: 
the execution of the threatenings in cases of transgtes- hove the service of our deans in heaven ? Be gone, 
sion, are good; yet the practice of threatening ci ild- | liceutious thought. “Verily,” saith the anarnd wit- 
rey with such unreasonable punishments, xs could no: | ness, ‘< erily there isa rewarl for the nigniegue : ver- 
be executed without changing the head of the family ily he isa Goa that judgeth in the earth.’ Salud 
out o! the character of a ¢hastising father, into a mon- But when is this reward of life and peace, ery is 
ster, a cruel tormentor, making the misery of his child- the pe tage of the righteous, to be ise ote 
ren, and not their reformation, the end of the punish- ag Gnswers, - Whosoever receiveth my rae 8, a Ai e- 
metit,—I! say, this practice, you are all satisfied, would, fieveth ov, bim that sent me, hath everlasting wants 
upon the whole, prove less beneficial, and even great- Now to sd the words of Christ is to receive ge 
ly injurious in a family. dom; and “!'appy ¢ the man that eg wisdom, 
I am likewise fully satisfied, that the system which | aud the man that getteth uaderstanding. She is more 
has been commonly taught as the system of divine re- | precious than rubies; and all the things thou canst 
tribution, is, to say the least, much less profitable to | desire are vot to be compared unto her. Her waysare 
be taught in society, than the true system of divine re- | wiys of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.— 
tribution which is taught in the scriptures. It has been She is a “om o: life to them that lay hold 7p ber, 
commonly taught that the present is not a state of oo happy is every one that retaineth her.” This 
tribution; religion isa hard and tiresome labor here, | proves that the life which is: promised, as a reward fe 
to be rewarded in the future state ; and sin is a com- , the servants of wisdom, is bestowed upon them while 
paratively smooth and pleasant course here, to be pun: ' they are in her service. Yes, wisdom says again, **Be- 
ished in the future state. So punishment is never ad- hold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the 
ministered at any time when men can be amended : | earth.” : 
but when they have arrived at that world, in which | Indeed, says one who has walked in the path of vir- 
Deity has determined they shall never be reformed, | tue, and known the sweets of the religion of Jesus, | 
he then begins to punish them. ‘Thus the very end of | believe that the righteous shall be recompensed in the 
all punishment, is, not the amendment of mankind, but | earth; | know ‘by experience that their way is asa 
their misery. | place of broad rivers and streams of life and peace.— 
Some, this sentiment appearing so inconsistent with | But that the sinner shall be recompensed in the earth, 


reason, has driven into infidelity. Others being con- | do not, and will not believe. Will you not? Will 
fused with the cry, that they must exert themselves YOU ceny the word of God? When his word says, 
to escape this dreadful doom, and yet they can do} “The mentee shall be recompensed in the onre s 

nothing; and hardened by the thunders of threaten- | ## adds, ‘much more the wicked and the sinper.”? | 
iogs so infinitely exceeding all powers of conception, | would multiply quotations on this point, but should 
and representing God as an unwmercifu! tyrant, delight- waa ea age time too long. Go, and carefully search 
ing in the infliction of torture ;—have been driven into : the aceipinges oa the aubjoch of retribution, beginning 
discouragement, and even into desperation. And the! with the instance of Ged s bringing our first parents to 
very common effect of this sentiment is, tocause youth judgment, and passing semence upon them. And 
to think it happiest for them to put off seeking afler| when you have read, unprejudiced, all the scripture 
that wisdom which is from above, and remain without | testimony on this subject, believing what you read, 
relizion, to the last part of their lives. Forasmuch as | YoU will no more believe that judgment and retribu- 
this is not a state of retribution, but rewards and pun- | tion are deferred to the future state. ; You will see 
ishments are put off toa future state ; and by repent- | that God began to bring his children to judgment, and 
ing any time before they die, they can obtain ‘‘the , execute punishments upon them, ae it began to be ne- 
great reward,” and escape all punishment ; they con-4 ©€S*ary- Aud that he will coutinue punishment, as 
clude that they may commit sin, till about the close of | long as it shall be necessary asa means to humble 


life, with impunity. And though, as much as they go, the sinner, and prepare him to receive the instructioas 
’ > 


in the way of sin, they find misery in their way, yet so of trath and hotinese. ieee ie! 
long as they believe that the righteous are a still more If you practically believe this sentiment of retriba- 





miserable people here below, as the common strain of | tion which we preach, even if you expect yet a long, 


relizious conversation they hear supposes, they will | life on earth, you will pot expect that you aay trans- 
not ascribe their misery to the right cause, which is| gress, and avoid the punishment of your sins. You 
their own sin, but to something else; and will not will aover calcalate that you may go on in the prac- 
expect to better their condition by enlisting in a ser-| an of iniquity, under such an agreement with the 
vice which is still more hard and tiresome, When |“arkness of hades, and under such a covering of lies 
they hear it said, by persons of high standing and influ- and Sfulss. peofessians, as to hide from the punitive ~~ 
ence in the christian church, that if it were not for a | ‘!C® of Him, who ee God that judgeth in the earth. 

future endless punishment, there would be no profit in t Thensh FOU: NAF. FOR death at a great distance, yet 
religion, people might go on and take all the pleasure | 9°" will not wish to lose another day nor hour, ip that 
and comforts of life in sin; such conversation confirms | ¥#Y of “destruction and misery,” where “peace is 
the deception of the adversary, and strengthens the | 2% known,” ' You will enlist into the service of that 
impression that they may yet fiad most pleasure and | reasonable religion of Jesus ; whose service ia love to 
| God and love to man; whose ways are pleasantaess, 





comfort in sin. | 
Some preachers, sensible that the natural effect of | and all whose paths are peace. 
the doctrine they preach is what I have now set forth, | **Ah, wretched souls, who strive in vain! 
that it causes people to think it happiest for them to Slaves to the world, and slaves to sin! 
put off religion till the latter part of life, have, in order A nobler toil may I sustain, 
to induce them to seek religion now, dwelt mainly on A nobler satisfaction win.”’ 
the uncertainty of life. This likewise strengthens the . 
impression, that religion is of no real worth to live by ; 
it is only necessary to have it before we die. And as 
people in health and active life, generally view death 
at a distance, excepting at some times of particular | Green-street, last Tuesday afternoon, one of the fas 
excitement, they will not care to take upon them-|tenings gave way and precipitated it, together with 
selves the trouble of religion till by and by.—O, the | part of the fropt wall, lato the street, panting wi > 
deception! What! When we are called on to seek an of one man and wounding severa! cthers.-- os. Pal. 
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POR THE MAGAZINE. 


To the Editors of the Universalist Magazine, 

Sir-,—By inserting the following lines you will do 
justice to the cause of truth. 

In your Magazine of May 27, it was observed by Mr. 
Hull, that in conversation, I remarked to a person, 
that it was a pity that he was saved from being drown- 
ed, because he wasa Universalist. I deny the charge. 
What I said, was, that I did not see what the Lord 
saved him for, unless it was to repent of his sins, from 
consideration that he needed repentance. In answer 
to what I said, it was observed that he repented every 
day. This person must have made a great mistake in 
what I said, or in other words, he has made quite an 
addition to it, I look to him for the proof of what has 
been said. 

In regard to my sentiments; | would observe, that I 
believe in the universal goodness of God, or as much 
as he hath provided means, whereby all men can be 
saved by complying with the requirements of the gos- 
pel. Repentance toward God, and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In this belief is my hope of future iramor- 
tality, beyond this vale of tears. W. Warp, 








THE SINFULNESS OF CHILDREN. 


The question which I propose to discuss is this— 
Whether a child at birth, before the exercise of reason 
or conscience, is criminal, or guilty, or sinful, or de- 
serves blame and punishment. 

Some of my readers, unacquainted with systems of 
theology, will ask, whether it is possible that the affir- 
mation of this question was ever seriously and deliber- 
ately embraced. Yes, reader, the opinion which 
astonishes you is not unknown, is not uncommon.— 
There are those whose language respecting children, 
ifit have any meaning, directly affirms their guilt and 
their desert ofruin. Accerding to some, human nature 
is sinful, corrupt, depraved at birth. Infants are de- 
mons in human shape, objects of God’s abborrence, and 
if treated according to their deserts they would be 
plunged into hell. Some bave even spoken of them as 
consigned to this abode of woe, as rolling in this ocean 
of endless flames; andl many more, who recoil from this 
dreadful doctrine, still say that they merit this doom, 
and that they are only preserved from it by God’s free 
and sovereign mercy. 

Were this opinion embraced but by a few, it would 
deserve no notice ; but when we consider that it lies 
at the foundation of many religious systems, and gives 
a character to the sentiments of a large part of chris- 
tendom, it deserves most serious attention. 

1. To refute this opinion nothing more seems ne- 
cessary than to appeal to the principles of common sense 
and to the obvious dictates of reason and conscience. 
There are some great leading sentiments engraven on 
our hearts by God, which are worth more than a thou- 
sand arguments in settling a question like the present. 
Consult these, and how soon will the point be decided. 
Carry a plain man, whose mind is unperverted by eys- 
tem, to the cradle of a new-born infant, and ask him 
whether this child is sinful or deserves to suffer on ac- 
count of any thing whici: it has brought with it in the 
world. Will be not instantaneously and instinctively 
answer, no; and if he be a man of quick sensibility, 
will he not answer with emotion? A new born infant 
sinful! Common sense ask, why, what has he done ” 
He has only drawn a few breaths, and uttered a few 
unmeaping cries. He is anentire stranger to his na- 
ture and state, has not one idea of duty, and has not 
enjoyed a single means of improvement. Right and 


wrong, heaven and hell, all the truths and motives of — 


religion are as unknown to him as to the cradle in which 
be sleeps. Can sin, guilt, and iil desert be ascribed to 
such a being? Can he be a sinner, who has never act- 
ed, never judged, and never felt any thing except a 


| few pains and pleasures of the body? 
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A sinful character is that which deserves bla:ne and 
punishment. But do those qualities, which children 
have received fro their Cre tor and brought with 
them into the world; to which they have added no 
strength, by voluntary indulgence in opposition to their 
sense of duty ; and whicl. (hey are as unable to prevent 
as they are to stop the course of the sun in the heav- 
ens; do these deserve blame and punishment? It 
seems one of the clearest truths, that we are responsi- 
ble only as far as we have power to know and do our 
duty; that we are depraved and guilty only as far as 
we indulge passions or perform actions, which we have 
the means of resisting or avoiding. Man is accountable 
only, because he possesses reason and conscience. 
Take away these, and he is no more a subject of praise 
and blame, thana brute. It is the neglect and dis- 
obedience of these bigher principles of his nature which 
constitutes bis guilt. What blame then can be attach- 
ed to those qualities, which are implanted in the child 
by the Author of his befeg, and which be possesses be- 
fore the exercise of reason and conscience? Toblame 
and punish him for these, would be as repugnant to our 
natural sense of justice, as to punish him for his fea- 
tures and the form of bis limbs, for he has just as much 
control over the one as the other, and had.no more 
agency in acquiring the former than the latter.—Is God 
less just than man? 

2. Another argument against the doctrine of sinful- 
ness at birth is, that those who assert it in words con- 
tinually contradict in actions. Nature revolts at the 
seutiment which they laborto believe. You would ex- 


children with mingled sorrow and aversion. Instead of 
this, they take them into their arms with all the eager- 
hess of affection, smile over them, sport with them, and 
follow their sprightly motions with delight. Now is it 


‘possible that these persons really view these children 


as wholly polluted, a generation of vipers, fit only for 
Ihave often been struck and 
amused at hearing affectionate christians speak of lit- 
tle children as interesting and delightful little beings, 
when according to their religious system they were 
bound to regard them as full of enmity to God and the 
objects of his abhorrence. I have thought, what a tri- 
umph of nature over system is here! 

3. Another argument against the theory of the sin- 
fulness of children is, that very few who hold it are 
willing to follow it into its fair consequences. I have 
met with very few, if any, who believe that children 
who die in infancy are cast into hell. Some indeed 


have expressed this sentiment in language at which the ,on which he claims, or may or can claim our venera- | Of intercourse. 


flesh may tremble. But most, who believe the sinful- 
ness of human nature at birth, still sbrink from this 
consequence, and think themselves libelled and tradu- 
ced, if charged with believing the damnation of infants. 

Sut why this scrupulous delicacy? Is not sin the pro- 
per object of punishment? Is not a being, who is whol- 
ly sinful, deserving of unmingled evil? Is it not right, 
that beings of every age shouid be treated according 
totheir character? If children then bave sinful char- 


our Creator. 1 ask then, if children were demons, fit 
for hell, would God have given them that attractive 
sweetness, that mild beauty which renders them the 
most interesting objects on earth, and which compels 
us to shrink with horror from the thought of their ev- 
erlasting tuin? Let those who support this sad doc- 
trine contemplate the countenance of infancy, its un- 
furrowed brow, the smile with which it rewards the 
caresses of parental affection, and the tranquility which 
sleep diffuses over its features. Who has not felt the 
turbulent passions of his nature calmed by the sight of 
childhood ; and is this winning child, whom God has 
adorned with charms the most suited to engage the 
heart, abhorred by God, and fit only for the flames of 
hell? ; 

5. Another argument against this doctrine may be 
drawn from the general tenor of scripture. I know that 
a few detached passages are adduced for its support. 
But let a man of an honest mind read the Bible in con- 
nexion, and then ask himself, what are the sins which 
are there condemned, and which God is there repre- 
sented as punishing. Are they not sins of the life, com- 
mitted against light, and conscience, and means of im- 
provement? Where are we called to repent of the 
nature which we brought into the world with us? Is 
not this God’s ground of complaint against his vine- 
yard, the people of Israel, that he had cultivated it 
with care, and when he looked that it should bring 
forth grapes, that it brought forth wild grapes? Do 
not the whole scriptures give us similar ideas of a sin- 





ful character, as that which is formed by intelligent | 
pect to see the professor of this doctrine looking on | 


beings in opposition toknowledge and means of virtue. 

6. The conduct of Jesus Christ towards children is 
another argument against that doctrine which repre- 
sents them as born heirs of hell. When his disciples 
repelled those who were bringing children to him, he 
was much displeased, and said, “let little children 
come unto me and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven; and he took them into his arms 
and blessed them.’”” Who can contemplate this de- 
lightful scene, can behold these little ones folded in 
the arms of Jesus, and hear him proposing them as 
patterns to his followers, and yet conceive that he 
viewed them as wholly pofluted, objects of God's 
wrath, and worthy of his everlasting curse ? 

7. Once more—Does not this doctrine tend to dis- 
| honor God, and to alienate from him the hearts of his 
‘creatures? We must always remember that the mor- 
jal perfections of God, his equity and justice, his be- 

nevolence and mercy, are the great and only grounds, 





‘tion and love. These perfections lie at the very foun- 
dation of piety. Let these be shaken, and the whole 
fabric of religion totters. God is the proper object of 
our love and worship, not because he is a powerful 
Creator, but a righteous, equitable, and benevolent 
'Creator. We learn from these obvious remarks, that 
| we cannot suspect too strongly a doctrine, which, af- 
‘ter serious and impartial attention, appears to us to 
| clash with God's moral perfections. Now let me ask, 


acters, why do you revolt and shudder at their condem-: can we conceive any thing more repugnant to justice 


nation? You must acknowledge their damnation to 
be perfectly consistent with rectitude and the moral at- 
tributes of God. Why then are you so offended, when 
you are charged with believing that the just punish- 
ment will be inflicted? There issomething very sus- 
picious in this anxiety to avoid the fair consequences 
of your doctrine. Your belief of it, however loudly ex- 
pressed, is not genuine, thorough, and sincere. You 
shrink from it the moment it isto be reduced to prac- 
tice. Thére is smething in the heart which disclaims 
it, and which teaches you in language stronger than 
your theory, that God would be dishonored, should he 
make this doctrine the rule of his treatment of chil- 
tren. 

4. I proceed toan argument, which is indeed found- 

don our feelings, but is yet not without Ms force, 

ecause these feciings are amiable and implanted by 


and benevolence, than the doctrine, that God brings 
| children into existence with a nature deserving bis ab- 
horrence, and that he abhors them on account of the 
very nature which he has given them? low can we 
j} ascribe to Ged a more repulsive and unamiable char- 
jacter? How calamitous would it be to receive exist- 
ence from such a Creator! We are taught to regard 
| God as infinitely kinder than earthly parents. But 
| with what severity of language should we speak of an 
| earthly parent who should stamp a character of sin on 
| his child, and then regard it with aversion? Is it pos- 
sible, that creatures fresh from the hands of God, are 
at their first breath utterly vile, and heirs of bis wrath ? 
, Lam aware, that many wish to evade this objection, 
by going back to Adam, and saying that we receive 
from him, and not from God, our original depravity, 
land therefore God may just}y abhor and punish it,— 








But am I not God’s creature? Do I not owe my body 
to his skill, and my mind tohisinspiration? When my 
soul began to exist, was it not precisely what God 
caused it tobe? Did it possess at that moment a sin- 
gle quality or propensity, which he did not by his own 
immediate ageucy produce? If he then abhor the 
child on account of any thing which it brings into the 
world, does he not abhor the work of his own hands? 

But granting that Adam, and not God, gave me the 
nature with which I was born, I still insist, that it 
would be unjust und cruel, to abhor and punish me as 
a criminal on account of qualities,. which I involunta- 
rily derived from another, be he who he may. I am 
only to be hated for what I myself do, and for what I 
become by my own agency. ‘This is one of the plain, 
indelible principles of the human heart, which no soph- 
istry can entirely efface. Like the sun, it shines by 
its own light, and the mists of metaphysical ingenuity, 
which are designed to obscure it, mell away before its 
brightness. 

These remarks are far from exhausting the subject— 
but if they awaken atteition to it, and lead to a more 
extended discussion, their end will be answered. 
Christian Disciple. 











FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
OBITUARY. 


Died in Cambridge, on the 22d ult. Mr. ARTEMAS 
Creney, late of the firm of Cheney and Childs, aged 


a long time, bas produced a more general regret, a- 
mong the inhabitants of that town. Mr. C.’s unas- 
suming manners, his gentlemanly deportment, his sin- 
cerity and constant rectitude of conduct, endeared him 
to all who knew him. The large concourse of people, 
of various religious denominations, who attended his 
funeral, paid undissembled honor to his memory. He 
was a member of the Universalist Society in Cam- 
bridgeport. The religion he embraced in health, sus- 
tained him through his almost two years sickness; dur- 
ing which time his mind was constantly so placed, that 
he ever spoke of his approaching dissolution with much 
less emotion than others could listen to him. ‘The 
universal and unchanging goodness of God was the 
ground of his confidence ; and constantly submissive to 
Divine Providence, he was often heard to say, **Not 
my will, but thine, O God, be dove.”? The following 
tribute to his memory we extract from last week’s 
Palladium. 


| TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF MR. ARTEMAS CHENEY. 


When the good man yields up his mortal breath, 

And gently sinks into the arms of Death, 
| It leaves a blank in every tender heart, 
| That e’er did feel how salenin "tis to part, 
| Bat for a season, in this erring world ; 
| Then how much deeper in the breast is hurl’d 
| The bolt of Sorrow, when our dearest friend 
| Takes his farewell in death. Then is an end 
*Tis not, as though he left 

His weeping friends, but a short time, bereft 
| Of his engaging converse— °tis to part 
'Forever—and it throws around the heart 
1A gloom so deep, that no relief were given, 
But for the hope that we shall meet in Heaven. 





Thou didst depart in thy bright noon of life, 

| When not infirmity of mind, nor strife 

, Of age, did rankle in thy blood, 

To overwhelm thee with its burning flood, 

But wert. a victim to that fell disease, 

That bids us live to-day, and die to-morrow, 
Consumption —that consumed its destined prey, 
4s though it never tired to feast on sorrow. 


In thy short pilgrimage upon this earth, 
Where grief and joy, where good and ill has birth, 
Thou did’st endear thyself to each giad soul, 
That knew thy worth. Throughout the whole 
Of thy sojourning, they did view thy mind 
Rach day expand—and joyfully did find, 

Thou did’st posses (as far as mortals may) 

More good than evil. In thy feeling breast, 
The poor found sympathy—and they were blest 
Oft with thy arms—for thou wert not like those 
Who only sigh, and pity other’s woes. 


We do believe thy spirit soar’d above, 
To those eternal mansions, where all love, 
And purity, and life forever reigns— 
Where the angelic choir, in seraph strains, 
Divinely sing~ Glory /o uim on high, 
And peace to those who dwell beneath the sky. 
May, 1026. 
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